The subject
1. The  subject is the independent member of a two-member predication, containing the person and number components of predicativity. Both members of predicativity in the sentence  “He sleeps” contain the meaning of third person singular number. But in “sleeps” this meaning depends on that of “he” and is reflected grammatically, with the help of suffix – s. The meanings of person and number in “he” are lexico-grammatical and independent. This accounts for the fact that “sleeps” can’t make a sentence alone, though it contains all the components of predicativity. So, we can say that the meanings of person andnumber of subject determine the form of the predicate. Ex. If the form of the subject is singular the predicate may have a plural form as in: the staff were very sympathetic about it; or if the subject has a plural form, the predicate may be in singular as in: the bread and cheese was brought in and distributed due to its lexical meaning. On the other hand, the subject can form a sentence only if the predicate exists, otherwise it doesn’t have the status of the subject.
In the sentence the subject performs two structural functions: -categorial- determines the form of the predicate;   - relative – occupies the position before the predicate in the affirmative sentence.
2. The subject is generally defined as a word or a group of words denoting the things we speak about. This definition is logical rather than grammatical. In the sentence – this pretty girl is my sister’s friend – the definition can be applied to the whole group “ this pretty girl”, to say nothing of the fact that the things we speak about is so nuclear that  it practically covers any part of the sentence expressing substance. 
The subject of a simple sentence can be a word, a group of words, a clause (That his theory was flawed soon became obvious), a syntactical word-morpheme, or a complex.

As a word it can belong to different parts of speech – noun (Fame is the thirsty of youth.), pronoun (Nothing endues but personal qualities), numeral, infinitive (To see is to believe), gerund but it’s mostly a noun or a pronoun.

Subjects are typically realised by noun phrases (NP). This includes NPs which have pronouns [1], cardinal numerals [2], and ordinal numerals [3] as their Head word: 
[1] [We] decided to have a party
[2] [One of my contacts lenses] fell on the floor
[3] [The first car to reach Brighton] is the winner 
Less commonly, the Subject may be realised by a prepositional phrase: 
After nine is a good time to ring 
Prepositional phrases as Subject typically refer to time or to space.
A word used as a subject, combines the lexical meaning with structural meaning of person. So, it’s at the same time the structural & notional subject.

The syntactical word morpheme “there” and “it” are only structural subject. As word-morphemes they have no lexical meaning. But they are usually correlated with some words or complexes in the sentence which are regarded as notional ones. In such cases “it and there” are called anticipatory or introductory subjects. But in the sentence It is raining  there is no notional subject, here it’s not anticipatory, it’s a structural subject. 

It should be noted, however, that some linguists consider that it and there form an independent subject which is proved by them by the following. They consider that the subject is the word in the sentence which occupies the position before the predicate in the affirmative sentence and which stands after the predicate (or part of it) in the interrogative sentence. THERE is a tall man at the counter. Is THERE a tall man at the counter?
 The complex we can find in such sentences as He was known to be a good doctor..
We  may also speak of a secondary subject within a complex. The syntactical word-morphemes “there & it” may also function as a secondary subjects:

· it being cold, we put on our coats.

· I knew of there being no one to help him.

Thus, structurally, the subject can be divided into simple (expressed by a word), compound, expressed by a phrase, a clause or a combination of an introductory it or there and the second notional part, complex, expressed by the Complex Subject construction which differs from the compound by two components being notional elements.
Speaking about a semantic classification of the subjects , some authors define:

-    definite-personal ( You must be tired)

· indefinite-personal ( One should take care of one’s parents)

· impersonal ( it’s raining).

3. if we compare the subject in English and in  Russian we’ll find a considerable difference between them:

1. in modern Russian the subject is as a rule characterized by  the nominative case, whereas in English it’s mostly indicated by the position it occupies in the sentence. 

2. in modern Russian the subject is much less obligatory as a part of the sentence than in English. In English a finite verb doesn’t make a sentence without a subject.

3. in English the subject may be a syntactical word-morpheme or complex which is, naturally, alien to Russian. 
